Whoever wishes to come after me must deny
himself, take up his cross, and follow me.

MATTHEW 16:24
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Director of Music
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Sr. M. Thomas Lesniak, CSSF
Pastoral Assistant

Sr. Jacqueline Kazanowski, CSSF
Mount Carmel Nursing Home Volunteer

Convent:
147 Walnut St.
Manchester, NH
603-232-311§

Sacraments

Baptism

Please contact the parish if you wish to have your child
baptized. Baptisms are celebrated after the 10 am Mass
on Sundays, except during the Lenten season.

Marriage

Marriages are booked six months in advance. Please
contact the pastor to begin marriage preparation
program.

Liturgy

Weekend Masses
Saturday: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:00 am

Weekday Masses
Mon. Wed., Fri. 5:30 pm
Tues., Thurs. 9:00 am

Holyday Masses:
As Announced

Sacrament of Penance

Fridays 4:00 pm. - 4:45 pm.
Saturday 3:00 pm - 3:30 pm

Eucharistic Devotion

After the morning Mass on Thursdays.

Saint ‘J-ﬂchwig Parish Cemetery

71 Old Bedford Rd.
Bedford, New Hampshire

Please contact the parish office
for all inquiries pertaining to the

cemetery.

St. Hedwig Parish
147 Walnut St.
Manchester, New Hampshire 03104

Church located on Beech & Orange Sts.
Phone: 603-623-4835 Website: sthedwignh.org

Parish e-mail: parishoffice@sthedwigparish.comcast.biz
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Welcome!

Are you new to the parish?

We are glad you can worship with us at St. Hedwig
Parish. Please register at the rectory or in the
Sacristy after Mass. If you haven't already, please
take a parish registration form at the entrance of
the Church and fill it out. On the reverse side of
the form, you can make a choice of joining any of
the Parish Ministries available at St. Hedwig.
When complete, please drop the form in the

collection box or mail it to the parish office at:

147 Walnut Street, Manchester, NH
03104

Twenty-second Sunday of Ordinary Time August 30, 2026

Giving Back to God

Uffertory: We are very grateful to everyone who contributes
to the weekly collection by the collection box or on-line. Your
generous and steadfast support keeps our parish running.

Aug.15-21, 2026

Weekly Giving: $1,099.00
On-line Giving $231.00 Total: $ 1,330.00

Thank You Dziekuje!

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

We have for our late summer reflection today a section
of Matthew’s gospel that could well be subtitled “Truth or
Consequences.” How so? Jesus first predicts His future suffering,
death, and resurrection. Then Peter, in his usual brash way,
rushes in to persuade the Master to change His plan. Jesus then
promptly puts him in his place by calling Peter “Satan” for his
brash idea.

By now, the rest of the Apostles who had watched all
this must have been a bit “gobsmacked,” as we might say, by
what Jesus said next. He declared that the only way of life for His
followers would necessarily be one of self-denial and suffering.
That was a lot to take in. After all, had they not been
eyewitnesses to signs and wonders Jesus had produced to help so
many needy people? What is this talk of opting for pain?

Our Lord clearly wanted His young volunteers to know exactly
what they were in for when they “signed up” to join their lives to
His. They would not be offered the luxury of ignorance!

During the prolonged wait for my necessary spinal surgery, with
setbacks and frustration galore none of my doing, I began to
think I was living in a cheap scare novel. But at least I had the
good sense to ask the various medical professionals to be as
explicit as their ethics allowed. No holding back from the truth of
my condition. Of course, I often got to hear what I would not like
to hear.

We can suppose that the Apostles may have bought into
the popular idea that the Messiah was to be a bold warrior who
would lead Israel in a revolt against Rome and triumph over
tyranny for bright days of glory. Jesus gave them some “shock

and awe” they needed.

It is the same for anyone who is introduced into
Christianity with all its positives. Or even we long-time believers
can substitute daydreams for reality here below. We can be lulled
into the belief that Christian living is not so difficult after all. Just
go to Mass on Sunday (unless it’s inconvenient). Keep the basic
rules of behavior in between. Oh, and say your prayers. Other
than that, don’t make waves and do what everybody else does.

Not so! We’re talking here about a serious commitment
to the person Jesus Christ, and everything He stood for.
Everything! And unless you’ve been vacationing on Venus for a
while, you know that puts you and me at odds with a nearly
pagan culture, with its own gods and false ideas it says are
“go0d.”

To take one of many examples, there is the widely held
belief that killing a child in the womb is perfectly right and just.
Another contradiction of Christ is the decision some people make
that God was mistaken when He created them.

Allow me to close by using an image from ski season
about how to best live as a Christian that [ came across: “There
are three ways in which a skier can get to the top of the ski slope.
He or she can try to walk up on their own or be pulled up as he or
she holds on to a strap, or they can ride up in the chair lift. This
illustration depicts the various ways Christians try to live the
Christian life. Some try completely using their own strength;
others try to combine their own effort with some degree of
dependence on God. But the only true way to ultimate victory
and peace in every situation is total dependence on the Holy
Spirit. God love you and give you that peace.
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Saturday, August 29

4:00 pm. + Elaine Perusse by Nancy Dudziak

Sunday, August 30

10:00 am. + Lucien & Muriel Gagne
by Mrs. Simone Beliveau

Monday, August 31 St.

5:30 pm. + Elaine Meriden by Williams Family

Tuesday, September 1

9:00 am. Souls of Priests in Purgatory
by Dennis & Janet Caza

Wednesday, September 2

5:30 pm. + Frank Sr. & Mary Peltak by Frank Peltak

Thursday, September 3 St. Gregory the Great

9:00 am. Peace in the Ukraine & Israel

Friday, September 4

5:30 pm. + John “Buddy” Flanagan
by John & Valerie Flanagan

Saturday, September 5

4:00 pm. + Lucien & Muriel Gagne
by Mrs. Simone Beliveau

Sunday, September 6

10:00 am. + Emilian Turczyk, Anniversary
by Daniela & Ken Cooper

Sanctuary Candle:
Elaine Perusse
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The time will come when we
will need to plan for the day
when God calls us home to
Himself. After a life well lived,
we hope to gain our place in the
heavenly kingdom with God.
We will also need our place of
rest. Saint Hedwig Cemetery is a place of peace and
beauty to bring our loved ones to their place of rest,
and for ourselves as well. As a part of planning for
the future, consider Saint Hedwig Cemetery. Call
the parish office at 603-623-4835 for information
and our very affordable prices. We will be glad to

assist you.

Why Do We Pray For the Dead

Communion with the dead. “In full consciousness of
this communion of the whole Mystical Body of Jesus
Christ, the Church in its pilgrim members, from the
very earliest dyas of the Christian religion, has
honored with great respect the memory of the dead;
and because it is a holy and wholesome thought to
pray for the dead that they may be loosed from their
sins, she offers her suffrages for them.” Our prayer
for them is capable of not only helping them, but also
making their intercession fro us effective. (Catechism
of the Catholic Church 985)
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Reading 1: Jeremiah 20:7-9 Alleluia

You duped me, O LORD, and I let myself be duped; you May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of

were too strong for me, and you triumphed. All the day I am an
object of laughter; everyone mocks me. Whenever I speak, |
must cry out, violence and outrage is my message; the word of
the LORD has brought me derision and reproach all the day.

I say to myself, I will not mention him, I will speak in
his name no more. But then it becomes like fire burning in my
heart, imprisoned in my bones; I grow weary holding it in, I
cannot endure it.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

O God, you are my God whom I seek;

for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts

like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water.
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary
to see your power and your glory,

for your kindness is a greater good than life;
my lips shall glorify you.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Thus will I bless you while I live;

lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name.

As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied,
and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

You are my help,

and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy.
My soul clings fast to you,

your right hand upholds me.

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

Reading 2: Romans 12:1-2

I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God,
to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to
God, your spiritual worship. Do not conform yourselves to this
age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and pleasing
and perfect.

0985hedwig

our hearts,that we may know what is the hope
that belongs to our call.

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-27

Jesus began to show his disciples

that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly

from the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes,

and be killed and on the third day be raised.

Then Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him,

“God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to you.”
He turned and said to Peter,

“Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me.

You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.”

Then Jesus said to his disciples,

“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself,
take up his cross, and follow me.

For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it,

but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world
and forfeit his life?

Or what can one give in exchange for his life?

For the Son of Man will come with his angels in his Father's
glory,

and then he will repay all according to his conduct.”

Monday 1 Cor 2:1-5 Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102
Lk 4:16-30

Tuesday 1 Cor 2:10b-16 Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13ab,
13cd-14 Lk 4:31-37

Wednesday 1 Cor 3:1-9 Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21 Lk
4:38-44

Thursday 1 Cor 3:18-23 Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 Lk
5:1-11

Friday 1 Cor 4:1-5 Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-40 Lk
5:33-39

Saturday 1 Cor 4:6b-15 Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21 Lk
6:1-5

Sunday Ez 33:7-9 Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 Rom 13:8-10 Mt
18:15-20
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2026 New Hampshire Catholic Appeal
New Hampshire Catholic Appeal: We thank all who

We are currently experience technical made their gift to the New Hampshire Catholic
difficulties with the parish live stream. We are Appeal: Future of our Faith II this weekend. Your gift
hoping to get it fixed soon! We apologize for will enable the Catholic Church in New Hampshire to

the inconvenience. meet the increasing needs of parishes, our community,

Catholic schools, retired clergy, seminarians, and much
more. If you were not able to make your gift yet, please
visit the website at www.catholicnh.org/nhca or bring
your gift envelope that includes your donor ID and
Eucharistic Adoration parish ID and drop it in the collection basket at Mass
on Thursdays next weekend. We thank you for your generosity and
for helping to reflect the love of Christ throughout our

Come spend some quiet state! Our parish goal for this year is $12,188.00.

time with our Lord,
present in the Holy

Eucharist.

Thursdays after the 9:00

am Mass

CATHEDRAL GIFT SHOP

Saint Joseph Cathedral
145 Lowell Street, Manchester, New Hampshire 03104 Tel. 603-622-6404

Store Hours:

Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. 9:00 am. - 2:00 pm.
Wed. 9:00 am. - 5:30 pm.

Sat. 9:00 am. - 3:00 pm.

Closed Sunday
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Caring for Loved Ones with Dementia

Free Online Support Group v

Are you caring for a spouse, parent, or other \L'4
loved one with dementia or memory loss? Pt
You don't have to navigate this journey

alone. Catholic Charities New Hampshire is B L U
offering a free five week on line support
group beginning, Tuesday, September 8.

Connect with others who understand what SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2026
youre experiencing, share encouragement, 10:30 AM MASS
and learn practical strategies and resources ST. JOSEPH CATHEDRAL

. Corner of Pine and Lowell Streets,

to help care fot your loved one. To register, Manchester

Visit WWW. CC'nh . Org/dementia or contact All in New Hampshire are welcome to this Mass

to pray for and with the members of law
Shannon POpescu ay 603-448-5151 or enforcement, firefighters, EMTs and dispatchers.

shannon.popescu@cc-nh.org

Please come in uniform with your families
and sit in the front half of the Church

Contact Elise Coleman for more information:
ecoleman@rcbm.org | 603-663-0108

A fast, fun and furious journey through Saint Hedwig

St. John Paul II's Teachings Ladjies gui[‘d‘

For educators, youth ministers, faith formation directors,
parents and grandparents

Specialized application to youth ministry, teaching and Genuine love is demanding . . . . . -
ol ot ministry. teaching 2 But its BEAUTY lies precisely The Saint Hedwig Ladies Guild will be reconvening

parenting middle school and teen years.

in the demands it makes.

Opportunities to expand your own knowledge of the T . A
TIOHN PAUL THE GREAT after the summer break. The first meeting of the

faith and Trinitarian theology.

Begin constructing a new framework to answer the

“tlough questions” on marriage and human sexuality. season is Wednesday, September 16 , 2026 ,
Dismantle the common myth that we are really
“souls” temporarily using our (very disposable) bodies. . .

10:00 am in the parish hall

Cost: $30
with lunch included

https://form.jotform.com/RCBM/tob-workshop

Sponsored By

ust have course for all people! What a revelation!
Life changing!” (TOB Kino Course student)
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American
Red Cross

Someone Meeds You!
VOLUNTEER

and make a difference.

Join eo&y:

redcross.org/Volunteer

Empowering You
with Compassionate Care

657 B Chestnut St.
Manchester, NH

603.206.5306

staff@pennnacookpregnancy.otg

Traditional Preplanning & Cremation Services | Family Owned and Operated

603-624-4845

durningbykowskiandyoung.com

CONTACT ME...

Dan Linnell

RIDESHARING
SAFETY TIPS

60+ Years
Experience

Residential and Commercial
Concrete Flooring

Ask

stop

ask

S> >0

match

inform

3

remembrance of

United Together In The Fight Against
Bullying...Don’t Just Teach Kindness...
BE KINDNESSI

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
& Message and data rates may apply.

OUR SPONSORS & OUR COMMUNITY

offerp
discou

up-to-date contact
information to the

e

!pOﬂSOFS can

I’m S,
or

~ABER



