
Corner of Beech & Orange Sts.
Manchester, NH 03104

Mailing Address:
147 Walnut Street
Manchester, NH 03104

Phone: 603-623-4835

Parish Website:
sainthedwignh.org

Parish e-mail:
parishoffice@sthedwigparish.comcastbiz.net

January 11, 2026 The Baptism of the Lord
Thirty-first Sunday after Pentecost

Liturgy
Weekend Masses
Saturday: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:00 am

Weekday Masses
Mon. Wed., Fri. 5:30 pm
Tues., Thurs. 9:00 am

Holyday Masses:
As Announced

Sacrament of Penance

Fridays 4:00 pm. - 4:45 pm.

Saturday 3:00 pm - 3:30 pm

Eucharistic Devotion

After the morning Mass on
Thursdays.

Saint Hedwig Parish Cemetery
71 Old Bedford Rd.

Bedford, New Hampshire

Please contact the parish office for all

inquiries pertaining to the cemetery.

Saint Hedwig
Parish
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Are you new to the parish?
We are glad you can worship with us at St. Hedwig
Parish. Please register at the rectory or in the Sacristy
after Mass. If you haven't already, please take a parish
registration form at the entrance of the Church and fill
it out. On the reverse side of the form, you can make a
choice of joining any of the Parish Ministries available
at St. Hedwig. When complete, please drop the form in
the collection basket or mail it to the parish office at:

147 Walnut Street, Manchester, NH 03104

Welcome!

Baptism

Please contact the parish if you wish to have your child
baptized. Baptisms are celebrated after the 10 am Mass
on Sundays, except during the Lenten season.

Marriage

Marriages are booked six months in advance. Please
contact the pastor to begin marriage preparation
program.

Rev. Eric T. Delisle, KCHS
Pastor

Christopher Maynard
Director of Music

Ellie Felch
Parish Secretary

Sr. M. Thomas Lesniak
Pastoral Assistant

Sr. Jacqueline Kazanowski
Mount Carmel Nursing Home
Volunteer

Parish Staff

Sr. Mary Thomas Lesniak, CSSF
Sr. Jacqueline Mary Kazanowski, CSSF

147 Walnut Street, Manchester, NH. 03104
603-232-3115

Sacraments

Convent

January 11, 2026

The Baptism of the Lord

Offertory:We are very grateful to everyone who contributes
to the weekly collection by the collection box or on-line. Your
generous and steadfast support keeps our parish running.

December 20 - 23 , 2025

Weekly Giving: $ 779.00
On-line Giving $ 75.00 Total: $ 854.00

Christmas Flowers $ 1,292.00
Christmas Offerings $ 7,964.00

Thank You Dziękuje!

Giving Back to God

If anyone is interested in being a Lector or a
Greeter here at St. Hedwig, please let Fr. Eric
know. The Lector assist in proclaiming the
Word of God at Mass, and the Greeter helps to
welcome people into church with a friendly
smile. Both of these serve as valuable missions
in the life of the parish. Hope you can join us.



0985hedwig 2

The Baptism of the Lord

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

They start forming while we are still toddlers. They
continue through our teens. They grow more serious in our
college years (if we go there) and they actually never
completely go away. I refer to “Why?” questions.
Today’s great Feast provides the background for a serious
example. Why was Jesus baptized? After all, if a major
reason for our own baptism is to free us from original sin
and its effects, whatever has it to do with a sinless Jesus,
the only Son of God?

Jesus Himself gives us the answer when John the
Baptist balks at the idea of baptizing Him. He tells John to
do it “to fulfill all righteousness.” But what does that
mean?

We must deal with the word for two reasons. First,
there is the fact that Jesus uses it. Second, the word appears
many times in the bible. Righteousness is all about God’s
plan for mankind and the various helps he uses to stay the
course. That course is God’s plan and purpose. One can see
its application in the phrase that “ all things are right with
the world” to mean that justice and peace prevail and are
both aligned with the divine will.

Of course, such discussion leads to the very

personal “why?” or “why not?” questions we must ask
ourselves concerning this whole project we have been
given as Christians. We must live according to our
baptismal promises. If you are not sure of what they are,
just search the internet sometime today or in the coming
week. They make for a good basis for any Christian New
Year’s resolutions.

A secondary answer to the question of why Jesus
was baptized, is the fact of His identification with us, in all
things but sin that is. One of the beautiful comments I have
read about the Baptism event is this: At our baptism, the
water makes us holy. In the Lord’s case, He makes the
water holy.

Once upon a time a renowned Southern Baptist
preacher came upon an old man fishing. He watched and
waited until the old gentleman pulled in an unusually ugly
looking fish.

“What kind of fish is that ?”asked the preacher.
“Dey calls it a Baptist fish.” the old man answered.
“What’s a Baptist fish? asked the preacher. The old man
explained: “Dey calls dem dat ’cause dey spoils so fast
after dey is taken out of de water.”
God love you and give you, His peace.”

Monday 1 Sm 1:1-8 Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19 Mk

1:14-20

Tuesday 1 Sm 1:9-20 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd Mk

1:21-28

Wednesday 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20 Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a,

8b-9, 10 Mk 1:29-39

Thursday 1 Sm 4:1-11 Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25 Mk

1:40-45

Friday 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a Ps 89:16-17, 18-19 Mk

2:1-12

Saturday 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1 Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7

Mk 2:13-17

Sunday Is 49:3, 5-6 Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 1 Cor 1:1-3

Jn 1:29-34

Readings for the Week

Reading I: Isaiah 42: 1-4, 6-7

The divinely chosen Servant will not only be gentle but

also never discouraged. The Lord will form a covenant

that will free all the people.

Reading II: Acts 10: 34-38

Jesus is anointed at His baptism with the Holy Spirit and

power. God is with Him as He does good and heals those

“oppressed by the devil.”

The Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17

Jesus approaches John the Baptist (His cousin) to be

baptized. John at first protests. Then Jesus tells him “It is

fitting for them to fulfill all righteousness.”

Summary of This Weekend's Readings
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MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday January 10

Vigil of the Baptism of the Lord
4:00 pm. +S.p. Phyllis Kozlowski, 2nd Anniversary

from Walter & Dian Kalisz

Sunday January 11
The Baptism of the Lord

10:00 am. +S.p. Michael Harrington from Williams Family

Monday January 12 Weekday
5:30 pm. +S.p. Brian D. Caron Sr., Anniversary

from Ann Anger

Tuesday January 13 St. Hilary
9:00 am. +S.p. Ann & Paul Harvey from Pam Harvey

Wednesday January 14 Weekday
4:00 pm. +S.p. Maddie from Williams Family

Thursday January 15 Weekday
9:00 am. +S.p. Elaine Perusse from Family

Friday January 16 Weekday
5:30 pm. Peace in the Ukraine & Israel

Saturday January 17
Vigil of the Second Sunday of Ordinary Time

4:00 pm. +S.p. Joseph Dudziak, Birthday Remembrance
from Nancy Dudziak

Sunday January 18
Second Sunday of Ordinary Time

10:00 am. +S.p. Thomas Dillon from Williams Family Sanctuary Candle
Phyllis Kozlowski

January 11, 2026

The Baptism of the Lord

Penitential Act

I confess to almighty God,
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned
through my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done, and in what I have
failed to do;
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sister,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest. And on earth peace to
men of good will. We praise You. We bless You.
We adore you. We glorify You. We give You
thanks for Your great glory. O Lord God, heavenly
King, God the Father almighty. O Lord Jesus
Christ, the Only-begotten Son. O Lord God, Lamb
of God, Son of the Father: you Who take away the
sins of the world, have mercy on us. You Who take
away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. You
Who sit at the right hand of the Father, have mercy
on us. For you alone are holy. You alone are the
Lord. You alone, O Jesus Christ, are most high.
Together with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God
the Father. Amen.



0985hedwig 4

Readings The Baptism of the Lord January 11, 2026

Reading I: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7

Thus says the LORD: Here is my servant whom I
uphold, my chosen one with whom I am pleased, upon
whom I have put my spirit; he shall bring forth justice to
the nations, not crying out, not shouting, not making his
voice heard in the street. A bruised reed he shall not break,
and a smoldering wick he shall not quench, until he
establishes justice on the earth; the coastlands will wait for
his teaching. I, the LORD, have called you for the victory
of justice, I have grasped you by the hand; I formed you,
and set you as a covenant of the people, a light for the
nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to bring out prisoners
from confinement, and from the dungeon, those who live
in darkness.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10

R. The Lord will bless his people with peace.

Give to the LORD, you sons of God,
give to the LORD glory and praise,

Give to the LORD the glory due his name;
adore the LORD in holy attire.

R. The Lord will bless his people with peace.

The voice of the LORD is over the waters,
the LORD, over vast waters.

The voice of the LORD is mighty;
the voice of the LORD is majestic.

R. The Lord will bless his people with peace.

The God of glory thunders,
and in his temple all say, “Glory!”

The LORD is enthroned above the flood;
the LORD is enthroned as king forever.

R. The Lord will bless his people with peace.

Reading II: Acts 10:34-38

Peter proceeded to speak to those gathered in the
house of Cornelius, saying: “In truth, I see that God shows
no partiality. Rather, in every nation whoever fears him
and acts uprightly is acceptable to him. You know the

word that he sent to the Israelites as he proclaimed peace
through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all, what has
happened all over Judea, beginning in Galilee after the
baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power. He went about
doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil,
for God was with him.”
Alleluia

The heavens were opened and the voice of the Father
thundered:

This is my beloved Son, listen to him.

Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan
to be baptized by him.
John tried to prevent him, saying,
“I need to be baptized by you,
and yet you are coming to me?”
Jesus said to him in reply,
“Allow it now, for thus it is fitting for us
to fulfill all righteousness.”
Then he allowed him.
After Jesus was baptized,
he came up from the water and behold,
the heavens were opened for him,
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and coming upon him.
And a voice came from the heavens, saying,
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/42?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/29?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/10?34
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mt/3?13#48003013


0985hedwig 5

January 11, 2026

The Baptism of the Lord

Humor

The Christmas Flowers at St. Hedwig Parish were given in Memory of / in Honor of
the following:

Jadwiga Motor, William Brown, Frank & Emily Menczywor, Raczka Family, Rosalie & John

Golabiewski, Deceased Dudziak Family Members, Debbie D., Victor & Phyllis Macek, Karchut &

Petersen Families, Edward Swierz, Phyllis Kozlowski, Lucien & Muriel Gagne, Maria Celeste & Maria

Pinella, McNaughton Family Members, Deceased Members of the St. Joseph Society, Klocek, Szafarz &

Moran Families, Jerry Pimpas, grandpa, Albert, Julia & Peter Dudek, Deena & David LaChance, Franky

Alpuche, Menczywor & Skora Families, Richard Radlinski, Andrew Felch, John & Lillian Dobrowolski

Family, Bodnar Family Members, Nowak Family Members, John & Florence Golabiewski, George &

Helen Farmer, Ruth Ziemba, Jeffrey Caza, Geist & Pecevich Families, Fred Victorin, Michael & Cecylia

Skwierz, Bastek & Ruszczyk Families, Ptak & Bak Families

January Polish Mass
January 18, 2026
4:00 pm.

(Third Sunday of Every Month)
St. Hedwig Parish

Ks. Daniel Mikołajewski is the celebrant
Chaplain Precious Blood Monastery, Manchester, NH.
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January 11, 2026

The Baptism of the Lord

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be
baptized by him. John tried to prevent him, saying, “I need
to be baptized by you, and yet you are coming to me?”
Jesus said to him in reply, “Allow it now, for thus it is
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed
him. After Jesus was baptized, he came up from the water
and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove [and] coming upon
him. And a voice came from the heavens, saying, “This is
my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Mt.
3:13-17).

Jesus along the Jordan
The Gospel passage begins with a geographical annotation:
Jesus goes from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by
John the Baptist. On His arrival, Jesus does not declare
Himself to be the Messiah, He does not preach. Instead, He
stands with everyone else there, wanting to be baptized,
thus manifesting his solidarity with the sinful people. Jesus
does not isolate Himself, but He goes out among the
people, even those marked by the wounds of sin. He puts
Himself at risk by being with them, just as He put Himself
at risk by becoming Man in the womb of Mary. There is,
therefore, a consistent design in how Jesus “moves about”
along His “itinerary of salvation”.

John the Baptist
“I need to be baptized by you, and yet you are coming to
me?” the Baptist says on seeing Jesus. We witness the
prophet’s bewilderment who just a few verses earlier
expressed himself thus: “The one who is coming after me
is mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry his sandals
…” (Mt 3:11). It seems to be the same bewilderment Peter
experienced in Caesarea when, having reproved Jesus after
the revelation of the Passion, death and resurrection that
awaited Him, saying, “God forbid, Lord!”, hears the
Lord’s reply, “Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle
to me. You are not thinking as God does, but as human
beings do” (Mt 16:22-23). Another time was in the Upper
Room when Peter refused to allow Jesus to wash his feet

(cf. Jn. 13:6-8). Reactions such as the Baptist’s and Peter’s
reveal our discomfort at seeing Jesus so weak and yielding.

“Allow it”
There are moments when it is important to “allow things to
happen”. What seems so abnormal that John the Baptist
feels embarrassed is, however, part of God’s plan that will
“bring to fulfillment” every righteousness, since Jesus – as
He Himself would one day declare – did not come to
abolish the law and the prophets (cf. Mt. 5:17), but to bring
God’s justice “to fulfillment”. This justice does not
humiliate, does not separate, does not judge. Rather, it
unites, breaks down barriers, responds to everyone’s needs
and respects everyone. God’s justice is superior than
human justice: He does not use the measuring stick of
“how much” – you pay according to the measure that you
have offended. Rather, He uses the measuring stick of
love, mercy, forgiveness – the only measuring stick that
can bridge distances and heal wounded hearts since it is
from within that evil intentions are born (cf. Mk. 7:1-23).
The heavens opened

Jesus’ choice is confirmed with the opening of the
heavens, with the gift of the Spirit and the voice of the
Father that seals Jesus’ mission: “This is my beloved Son,
with whom I am well pleased”. With the opening of the
heavens, “justice” cancels the separation between
humanity and God, bringing us back to the dawn of
creation when the Spirit hovered over the waters. In Jesus,
God the Father shows us the New Man, His beloved, the
One who pleases Him. It was as if He were saying: “You
make me so happy. I am so proud of you”. This happiness
exists in each one of us because each of us bears God’s
image within. We are made in his “image and
likeness” (Gn. 1:26). No one can ever erase this image for
“God looked at everything he had made, and found it very
good” (Gn. 1:31). Jesus’ coming tells us that God is
interested in us. It’s like He is saying, “With you, I want to
begin a new story of salvation, a new beginning”. We are
made new to the extent that we learn to recognize life as a
gift of love and that we live in this Love.
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Kevin M. Marchand, President/Owner
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durningbykowskiandyoung.com

Traditional Preplanning & Cremation Services | Family Owned and Operated

Empowering You 
with Compassionate Care

657 B Chestnut St.
Manchester, NH

603.206.5306
staff@pennnacookpregnancy.org

Residential and Commercial 
Concrete Flooring

60+ Years 
Experience

Floors • Driveways • Walkways 
Patios • Stairs & More!

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
www.HarveysConcrete.com

603.472.3111

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can 

off er promotions, 
discounts and/or 

up-to-date contact 
information to the 

ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the 
community, not only 

Parishioners, can access 
realtime off ers from their 

favorite sponsors
 to save, share & support
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in remembrance of

United Together In The Fight Against United Together In The Fight Against 

Bullying...Don’t Just Teach Kindness...Bullying...Don’t Just Teach Kindness...

BE KINDNESS!BE KINDNESS!

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

Message and data rates may apply.

Custom rosaries, 
chaplets, jewelry 

& keepsakes made
with wedding

& funeral flowers

978-851-9103
ROSARIESFROMFLOWERS.COM

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY
IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME... Dan Linnell

508-566-2717 | dlinnell@jppc.net
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