
Corner of Beech & Orange Sts.
Manchester, NH 03104

Mailing Address:
147 Walnut Street
Manchester, NH 03104

Phone: 603-623-4835

Parish Website:
sainthedwignh.org

Parish e-mail:
parishoffice@sthedwigparish.comcastbiz.net

January 4, 2026 The Epiphany of the Lord
Thirtieth Sunday after Pentecost

Liturgy
Weekend Masses
Saturday: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:00 am

Weekday Masses
Mon. Wed., Fri. 5:30 pm
Tues., Thurs. 9:00 am

Holyday Masses:
As Announced

Sacrament of Penance

Fridays 4:00 pm. - 4:45 pm.

Saturday 3:00 pm - 3:30 pm

Eucharistic Devotion

After the morning Mass on
Thursdays.

Saint Hedwig Parish Cemetery
71 Old Bedford Rd.

Bedford, New Hampshire

Please contact the parish office for all

inquiries pertaining to the cemetery.

Saint Hedwig
Parish
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Are you new to the parish?
We are glad you can worship with us at St. Hedwig
Parish. Please register at the rectory or in the Sacristy
after Mass. If you haven't already, please take a parish
registration form at the entrance of the Church and fill
it out. On the reverse side of the form, you can make a
choice of joining any of the Parish Ministries available
at St. Hedwig. When complete, please drop the form in
the collection basket or mail it to the parish office at:

147 Walnut Street, Manchester, NH 03104

Welcome!

Baptism

Please contact the parish if you wish to have your child
baptized. Baptisms are celebrated after the 10 am Mass
on Sundays, except during the Lenten season.

Marriage

Marriages are booked six months in advance. Please
contact the pastor to begin marriage preparation
program.

Rev. Eric T. Delisle, KCHS
Pastor

Christopher Maynard
Director of Music

Ellie Felch
Parish Secretary

Sr. M. Thomas Lesniak
Pastoral Assistant

Sr. Jacqueline Kazanowski
Mount Carmel Nursing Home
Volunteer

Parish Staff

Sr. Mary Thomas Lesniak, CSSF
Sr. Jacqueline Mary Kazanowski, CSSF

147 Walnut Street, Manchester, NH. 03104
603-232-3115

Sacraments

Convent

“Saint Michael the Archangel, defend

us in battle. Be our protection against

the wickedness and snares of the

devil; May God rebuke him, we

humbly pray; And do thou, O Prince

of the Heavenly Host, by the power

of God, thrust into hell Satan and all

evil spirits who prowl through the

world seeking the ruin of souls.

Amen.”

January 4, 2026

The Epiphany of the Lord

Offertory:We are very grateful to everyone who contributes
to the weekly collection by the collection box or on-line. Your
generous and steadfast support keeps our parish running.

December 13 - 19 , 2025

Weekly Giving: $ 1,297.00
On-line Giving $ 175.00 Total: $ 1,472.00

Thank You Dziękuje!

Giving Back to God
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The Epiphany of the Lord

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

The designers of our Church’s liturgical, or
worship calendar we can presume to work from the best of
motives and only after prayer and consultation. And so it is
that this Feast of the Epiphany, long celebrated on January
6th, was moved back in 1970 to this Sunday. That is a good
thing, I suppose, because the event is most worthy of a
celebration on a day when the most faithful Catholics can
do it. Sunday, after all, is the Lord’s Day.
But sometimes such changes affect the humblest of God’s
creatures in a hurtful way. I count my own Mom among
them. You see, she was a humble person all her life, but she
was at the same time proud that her birthday was January 6,
and that for a good portion of her life she just happened to
live in Epiphany Parish in South Philadelphia. I have no
memory of her ever having complained, but I am sure the
change was at least a pin prick of her ego.

The Epiphany in its older setting also marked the
last of the “Twelve Days of Christmas,” memorialized in a
Christmas carol that demands explanation of its medieval
references.
But the chief importance of this feast is that it celebrates
the coming of Christ to the wide world of the Gentiles,

apart from the narrower confines of the Jewish world. The
Jews were then, and remain to this day, God’s chosen
people. Our Lord came among us as a Jewish man. Our
Lady, His Mother and ours was a Jew by birth. So was her
beloved spouse, the obedient, brave, and humble St.
Joseph. Add in the Twelve Apostles. This fact underlines
the awful scandal of antisemitism among some Christians.

The Bible clearly tells us that God became man in
Jesus to save the entire world. Nobody is left out of His
love. Nobody is exempt from giving Him praise, honor and
reciprocal love. Least of all, we sinners. That in itself is
always worth celebrating, no matter what the date.
I believe that the words of Edna St. Vincent Millay
(d.1950) convey the breadth of the Epiphany event.

“The world stands out on either side|
no wider than the heart is wide;

above the world is stretched the sky
no higher than the soul is high.

The heart can push the sea and land
so far away on either hand;

The soul can split the sky in two
and let the face of God shine through.”

Monday 1 Jn 3:22; 4:6 Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a Mt 4:12-17,

23-25

Tuesday 1 Jn 4:7-10 Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 Mk 6:34-44

Wednesday 1 Jn 4:11-18 Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 Mk

6:45-52

Thursday 1 Jn 4:19; 5:4 Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17 Lk

4:14-22

Friday 1 Jn 5:5-13 Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 Lk

5:12-16

Saturday 1 Jn 5:14-21 Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b Jn

3:22-30

Sunday Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11 or Acts 10:34-38 or

1 Jn 5:1-9 Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6

Acts 10:34-38 Mt 3:13-17

Readings for the Week

Reading I: Isaiah 50: 1-6
The prophet offers a vision of Zion as a city that radiates
with divine glory. It draws the nations together to
worship the one true God. It is honored by foreigners.

Reading II: Ephesians 3: 2-3a, 5-6
St. Paul is a steward of divine mysteries. God’s grace has
come to him on its way to others, namely the “Gentiles,”
as well as “the sons of Israel.”

The Gospel: Matthew 2: 1-12
As the new Davidic king, Jesus is born in David’s
hometown. The Magi, who were most likely astrologers
from Persia, become the first Gentiles (non-Jews) to
recognize the Kingship of Jesus. In a real way, in that
regard, they were our ancestors.

Summary of This Weekend's Readings
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MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday January 3

Vigil of the Epiphany of the Lord
4:00 pm. +S.p. Sophie Dudziak, Anniversary

from Nancy Dudziak

Sunday January 4
The Epiphany of the Lord

10:00 am. +S.p. Jadwiga M. Motor, 1st Anniversary
from Jozef Motor

Monday January 5 St. John Neumann
5:30 pm. +S.p. Maria from Williams Family

Tuesday January 6 St. Andre Bessette
9:00 am. +S.p. Joan Noga Pazdon from Pam Harvey

Wednesday January 7 St. Raymond of Penyafort
4:00 pm. +S.p. Roland Cote from Lyndi Cote

Thursday January 8 Christmas Weekday
9:00 am. Peace in the Ukraine & Israel

Friday January 9 Christmas Weekday
5:30 pm. +S.p. David Zank from Family & Friends

Saturday January 10
Vigil of the Baptism of the Lord

4:00 pm. +S.p. Phyllis Kozlowski, 2nd Anniversary
from Walter & Dian Kalisz

Sunday January 11
The Baptism of the Lord

10:00 am. +S.p. Michael Harrington from Williams Family Sanctuary Candle
Sophie Dudziak

January 4, 2026

The Epiphany of the Lord

Please pray for the sick and homebound of
our parish:

Vera Gorski, Joseph Heleniak, Stella Russell,
Jacques Parent.

If you know of any other members of St. Hedwig's who are

homebound and could be added to this list, please let Fr. Eric

know or leave a message on the parish voice mail. Thank you.

A Prayer for the Sick of our Parish May you be wrapped up
in God's love found deep in His everlasting wings. Carried and kept, safe
and cherished. May the healing power of Christ breath across your being
now.

Saint Hedwig Cemetery
71 Old Bedford Road

Bedford, New Hampshire

The time will come when we

will need to plan for the day

when God calls us home to

Himself. After a life well lived,

we hope to gain our place in the

heavenly kingdom with God.

We will also need our place of

rest. Saint Hedwig Cemetery is a place of peace and

beauty to bring our loved ones to their place of rest,

and for ourselves as well. As a part of planning for

the future, consider Saint Hedwig Cemetery. Call

the parish office at 603-623-4835 for information

and our very affordable prices. We will be glad to

assist you.
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The Epiphany of the Lord

January 4, 2026

CATHEDRALGIFTSHOP

Saint Joseph Cathedral
145 Lowell Street, Manchester, NewHampshire 03104 Tel. 603-622-6404

Store Hours:
Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. 9:00 am. - 2:00 pm.
Wed. 9:00 am. - 5:30 pm.
Sat. 9:00 am. - 3:00 pm.
Closed Sunday

Christmas Flower Donation listing will be
available in a future edition of the bulletin.

My many thanks to all who so generously
contributed to the Christmas Collection this
year. Please know how much I appreciate
your support of St. Hedwig Parish. May the
New Year be one of peace and prosperity,
good health, and blessings from God. May
our faith in Jesus continue flourish as we
grow closer to God.

Fr. Eric

The blessing of doors on Epiphany, or "chalking

the doors," is a Christian tradition where families

write 20 + C + M + B + 25 (for 2025) above

their front door using blessed chalk to invite

Christ's blessing into their home for the year,

symbolizing the Magi (Caspar, Melchior,

Balthazar) and the Latin phrase "Christus

Mansionem Benedicat" ("May Christ bless this

house"). This centuries-old practice dedicates the

home to God, marks the Epiphany (Three Kings'

Day), and serves as a public declaration of faith,

inviting Jesus to be a daily guest.
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January 4, 2026

The Epiphany of the Lord

The 2026 Mass intention calendar is open. Book
your Mass Intentions soon! First come, first

served. Mass intentions can be for a single person
or a group of people. Double booking Masses is
generally not allowed, but I'll let it slide for

pastoral reasons. Please indicate if the intention is
for a deceased or a living person.

2026 Mass Calendar

Humor
The Harvest is abundant, but the

laborers are few.
Pray for the seminarians of our diocese to
encourage them in their call to the priestly

vocation:

Anthony St. Pierre, Patrick Nagle, Christian Collopy,

Caleb S. Goff, Peter Phong Quang Le,

Horngam Patrick Razhamah, Casey Burgess, Jacob

Condi, Guillaume Temkkit, Christian Hurlburt,

Joseph LaMontagne

Pray for them as they begin a new academic
year in their seminary studies!

UPDATE as of December 18

Our New Hampshire Catholic Appeal
for 2025 is $12,183. So far we have

raised $4,125.

If you have not yet made a contribution, please
take home a brochure and NHCA envelope.
Please prayerfully consider a generous

donation to the Catholic Appeal knowing the
good works that are provided by the Appeal.

2025 New Hampshire Catholic Appeal

Every Fridays at 5:10 pm. join
us for the recitation of

the Divine Mercy Devotions
as we pray for God's mercy on

the world.
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January 4, 2026

The Epiphany of the Lord

The story of the Epiphany celebrates the manifestation of Jesus to the world, primarily through the visit of the Magi (wise

men) from the East, who followed a special star to Bethlehem to worship the newborn "King of the Jews," offering him

symbolic gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, revealing Jesus's kingship, divinity, and future sacrifice. This feast

(January 6) signifies Jesus's revelation to all peoples, not just the Jews, highlighting his role as Savior for the entire world,

marking the first Gentile witnesses to Christ.

The Magi's Journey

* Seeking the King: The Magi, skilled in astrology from the East, saw a new star signaling the birth of a new king in
Judea.

* Meeting Herod: They arrived in Jerusalem, asking King Herod where the new king was, prompting Herod to secretly
consult religious leaders who pointed to Bethlehem.

* Following the Star: The star reappeared, guiding them from Jerusalem to the specific spot in Bethlehem.

* Adoration & Gifts: Overjoyed, they found Jesus, bowed down, and offered their precious gifts: gold (for a king),
frankincense (for divinity/worship), and myrrh (for his future death and burial).

* Divine Warning: Warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their country by a different route.

Significance of the Epiphany
* Manifestation: "Epiphany" means "showing forth" or "manifestation," celebrating Jesus being shown as God's
Son to all nations (Gentiles).

* Inclusion of Gentiles: The Magi represent the world's people, showing salvation is for everyone.

* Symbolic Gifts: The gifts themselves declare Jesus's identity as King, God, and Savior.

* Broader Commemorations: In Eastern Christianity, Epiphany (Theophany) also commemorates Jesus's Baptism in the
Jordan and the Wedding at Cana, other key manifestations of his divine nature.

This story highlights Jesus's humble arrival as a universal Messiah, recognized first by outsiders, marking the start of his
mission for all humankind.

https://www.google.com/search?q=Magi&sca_esv=8f05e591f2d9ea6d&source=hp&ei=Ma5OafStEdGsptQPm-fJqAE&iflsig=AOw8s4IAAAAAaU68Qa_hvvfYmhpj2o92ZB6L8hVS86oy&ved=2ahUKEwiBjYySzduRAxWImIkEHRBiAWsQgK4QegQIARAE&uact=5&oq=story+of+the+Epiphany+of+the+Lord&gs_lp=-8BsgcFMTAuMjK4B9YawgcHMC4xMi4yMMgHaoAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz&mstk=AUtExfCfwqitCKf-l77G2ly-M3mbjvCRJ-zdENb6dqUJCZNXD181d32miTlxQDbgZoGb487zhV8QpBX7ifHlhhArdmU6DIjHy2bvEqQ1BT0pWnU1o9SXU6s-6_XjWlEyDD5s4DUPHadkfkZVJ37Kx0H5LXxitG5erhpy0xOurpwz-VGB2Wo&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Gentile&sca_esv=8f05e591f2d9ea6d&source=hp&ei=Ma5OafStEdGsptQPm-fJqAE&iflsig=AOw8s4IAAAAAaU68Qa_hvvfYmhpj2o92ZB6L8hVS86oy&ved=2ahUKEwiBjYySzduRAxWImIkEHRBiAWsQgK4QegQIARAF&uact=5&oq=story+of+the+Epiphany+of+the+Lord&gs_lp=-8BsgcFMTAuMjK4B9YawgcHMC4xMi4yMMgHaoAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz&mstk=AUtExfCfwqitCKf-l77G2ly-M3mbjvCRJ-zdENb6dqUJCZNXD181d32miTlxQDbgZoGb487zhV8QpBX7ifHlhhArdmU6DIjHy2bvEqQ1BT0pWnU1o9SXU6s-6_XjWlEyDD5s4DUPHadkfkZVJ37Kx0H5LXxitG5erhpy0xOurpwz-VGB2Wo&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Theophany&sca_esv=8f05e591f2d9ea6d&source=hp&ei=Ma5OafStEdGsptQPm-fJqAE&iflsig=AOw8s4IAAAAAaU68Qa_hvvfYmhpj2o92ZB6L8hVS86oy&ved=2ahUKEwiBjYySzduRAxWImIkEHRBiAWsQgK4QegQIBhAE&uact=5&oq=story+of+the+Epiphany+of+the+Lord&gs_lp=-8BsgcFMTAuMjK4B9YawgcHMC4xMi4yMMgHaoAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz&mstk=AUtExfCfwqitCKf-l77G2ly-M3mbjvCRJ-zdENb6dqUJCZNXD181d32miTlxQDbgZoGb487zhV8QpBX7ifHlhhArdmU6DIjHy2bvEqQ1BT0pWnU1o9SXU6s-6_XjWlEyDD5s4DUPHadkfkZVJ37Kx0H5LXxitG5erhpy0xOurpwz-VGB2Wo&csui=3
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Kevin M. Marchand, President/Owner
285 Manchester Street
Manchester, NH 03103
603-624-4845

durningbykowskiandyoung.com

Traditional Preplanning & Cremation Services | Family Owned and Operated

Empowering You 
with Compassionate Care

657 B Chestnut St.
Manchester, NH

603.206.5306
staff@pennnacookpregnancy.org

Residential and Commercial 
Concrete Flooring

60+ Years 
Experience

Floors • Driveways • Walkways 
Patios • Stairs & More!

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
www.HarveysConcrete.com

603.472.3111

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
Sponsors can 

off er promotions, 
discounts and/or 

up-to-date contact 
information to the 

ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the 
community, not only 

Parishioners, can access 
realtime off ers from their 

favorite sponsors
 to save, share & support

Finding
TMTTTFABER

TM

ASK

BEFORE YOU GET 
IN A RIDE SHARE

RIDESHARING 
SAFETY TIPS

S
A
M
I

stop

ask

match

inform
in remembrance of

United Together In The Fight Against United Together In The Fight Against 

Bullying...Don’t Just Teach Kindness...Bullying...Don’t Just Teach Kindness...

BE KINDNESS!BE KINDNESS!

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

Message and data rates may apply.

Custom rosaries, 
chaplets, jewelry 

& keepsakes made
with wedding

& funeral flowers

978-851-9103
ROSARIESFROMFLOWERS.COM

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY
IN THE COMMUNITY

Place Your Ad Here to Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME... Dan Linnell

508-566-2717 | dlinnell@jppc.net
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