
Corner of Beech & Orange Sts.
Manchester, NH 03104

Mailing Address:
147 Walnut Street
Manchester, NH 03104

Phone: 603-623-4835

Parish Website:
sainthedwignh.org

Parish e-mail:
parishoffice@sthedwigparish.comcastbiz.net

November 30, 2025 First Sunday of Advent
Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Liturgy
Weekend Masses
Saturday: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:00 am

Weekday Masses
Mon. Wed., Fri. 5:30 pm
Tues., Thurs. 9:00 am

Holyday Masses:
As Announced

Sacrament of Penance

Fridays 4:00 pm. - 4:45 pm.

Saturday 3:00 pm - 3:30 pm

Eucharistic Devotion

After the morning Mass on
Thursdays.

Saint Hedwig Parish Cemetery
71 Old Bedford Rd.

Bedford, New Hampshire

Please contact the parish office for all

inquiries pertaining to the cemetery.

Saint Hedwig
Parish
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Are you new to the parish?
We are glad you can worship with us at St. Hedwig
Parish. Please register at the rectory or in the Sacristy
after Mass. If you haven't already, please take a parish
registration form at the entrance of the Church and fill
it out. On the reverse side of the form, you can make a
choice of joining any of the Parish Ministries available
at St. Hedwig. When complete, please drop the form in
the collection basket or mail it to the parish office at:

147 Walnut Street, Manchester, NH 03104

Due to early submission of the bulletin, last
week's collection will appear next week.

Welcome!

Baptism

Please contact the parish if you wish to have your child
baptized. Baptisms are celebrated after the 10 am Mass
on Sundays, except during the Lenten season.

Marriage

Marriages are booked six months in advance. Please
contact the pastor to begin marriage preparation
program.

Rev. Eric T. Delisle, KCHS
Pastor

Christopher Maynard
Director of Music

Ellie Felch
Parish Secretary

Sr. M. Thomas Lesniak
Pastoral Assistant

Sr. Jacqueline Kazanowski
Mount Carmel Nursing Home
Volunteer

Parish Staff

Sr. Mary Thomas Lesniak, CSSF
Sr. Jacqueline Mary Kazanowski, CSSF

147 Walnut Street, Manchester, NH. 03104
603-232-3115

Sacraments

Convent

“Saint Michael the Archangel, defend

us in battle. Be our protection against

the wickedness and snares of the

devil; May God rebuke him, we

humbly pray; And do thou, O Prince

of the Heavenly Host, by the power

of God, thrust into hell Satan and all

evil spirits who prowl through the

world seeking the ruin of souls.

Amen.”

November 30, 2025

First Sunday of Advent

Giving Back to God
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First Sunday of Advent

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

The little season of Advent comes upon us like the
poet Carl Sandburg’s “Fog.” That is, “on little cat’s feet.”
For us as Americans, we have the echo in our ears of lively
table talk at the family Thanksgiving dinner, followed by
the clatter of clean dinnerware returning to cabinets.
Suddenly it is time to prepare for Christmas!

On one level, I daresay the popular one, which
means a flurry of list-making, and shopping and decorating
and baking. All that is to the good as far as it goes. But on
the deeper level, I daresay the spiritual level, or the
Church’s level, Christmas prep involves a recall of all that
God did for us in the time after the Fall from Eden to the
Infant’s cry in the manger.

We had been a lost race. Alienated from God.
Disconnected from each other to a large degree. Needing
outside help. Yearning for leadership. Wishing for interior
peace. In a world lit only by fire each night, we were
definitely locked in “darkness,” as St. Paul describes it.
Needing light and a way out.

This First Sunday of Advent invites us to pause
right here and think about the implications of being in
darkness. Just recall the awful “time of crime” in recent

months. Murder of children in a Catholic church. Slaying
of a young woman on a train. Assassination of a young
leader on a Utah campus. Then there is the personal sin that
vexes our consciences until we make that good Confession.
Advent wants us to remember such things so that we can
appreciate the Divine relief that came with our Redeemer,
Jesus Christ.

Slow down amid the cultural rushing. Take the
time for private prayer. Listen to the chosen Scripture
passages for the season. Learn to be “Watchful,” as Jesus
instructs. Then the meaning will be truer as you and your
loved ones gather around the parish creche, or the one at
home. And there are always stories, like this one:
Once upon a time, as the great day approached, a mother
was telling her little ones the beautiful story of Christmas.
They even tried their voices on some of the usual carols.
After one song, four-year-old Tommy blurted out:
“Mommy, wasn’t it nice for the shepherds to get all cleaned
up before they went to see the baby Jesus?” “What do you
mean, Tommy?” she asked. “Well,” he explained, “we just
sang the song ‘While shepherds washed their socks by
night.’”
God love you and give you Advent peace.

Monday Is 2:1-5 Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9 Mt

8:5-11

Tuesday Is 11:1-10 Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 Lk

10:21-24

Wednesday Is 25:6-10a Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 Mt

15:29-37

Thursday Is 26:1-6 Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a Mt

7:21, 24-27

Friday Is 29:17-24 Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 Mt 9:27-31

Saturday Is 30:19-21, 23-26 Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 Mt

9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8

Sunday Is 11:1-10 Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 18 Rom

15:4-10 Mt 3:1-13

Readings for the Week

Reading I: Isaiah 2:1-5
The prophet sees all nations converging as pilgrims on
Jerusalem. At that time, the Lord administered His
judgment, which will in turn lead to universal peace.

Reading II: Romans 13:11-14
The time has come for true conversion, as
“darkness” (evil) will yield to daylight (goodness), All
must then renew their baptismal commitments and put on
the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Gospel: Matthew 24: 37-44
Seated on Mt. Olivet, Jesus begins His instructions with a
reference to Noah and the Great Flood story. He
emphasizes our need for preparedness. It determines who
will be spared and who will be lost. He adds a command
to “Watch, therefore, for Christ’s coming. For us, here
and now, He comes in the Holy Eucharist. For us and all
the world, His second Coming will be on the Day of
Judgment and the end of history.

Summary of This Weekend's Readings
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MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday November 29

Vigil First Sunday of Advent
4:00 pm. +S.p. Lucien & Muriel Gagne

from Mrs. Simone Beliveau

Sunday November 30
First Sunday of Advent

10:00 am. +S.p. Michalina Turczyk
from Daniela & Ken Cooper

Monday December 1 Advent Weekday
5:30 pm. +S.p. Wayne Buckley from Family & Friends

Tuesday December 2 Advent Weekday
9:00 am. +S.p. Theresa Laflamme, Birthday Remembrance

from Family

Wednesday December 3 St. Francis Xavier
5:30 pm. +S.p. Mr. Provenzano from Williams Family

Thursday December 4 St. John Damascene
9:00 am. Peace in the Ukraine & Israel

Friday December 5 Advent Weekday
5:30 pm. +S.p. Mrs. Finnegan from Williams Family

Saturday December 6
Vigil Second Sunday of Advent

4:00 pm. +S.p. Mark Menard from Family

Sunday December 7
Second Sunday of Advent

10:00 am. +S.p. Lisa Szulc, Birthday Remembrance
from Family Sanctuary Candle

Lucien & Muriel Gagne

November 30, 2025

First Sunday of Advent

Please pray for the sick and homebound of
our parish:

Vera Gorski, Joseph Heleniak, Stella Russell,
Jacques Parent.

If you know of any other members of St. Hedwig's who are

homebound and could be added to this list, please let Fr. Eric

know or leave a message on the parish voice mail. Thank you.

A Prayer for the Sick of our Parish May you be wrapped up
in God's love found deep in His everlasting wings. Carried and kept, safe
and cherished. May the healing power of Christ breath across your being
now.

Saint Hedwig Cemetery
71 Old Bedford Road

Bedford, New Hampshire

The time will come when we

will need to plan for the day

when God calls us home to

Himself. After a life well lived,

we hope to gain our place in the

heavenly kingdom with God.

We will also need our place of

rest. Saint Hedwig Cemetery is a place of peace and

beauty to bring our loved ones to their place of rest,

and for ourselves as well. As a part of planning for

the future, consider Saint Hedwig Cemetery. Call

the parish office at 603-623-4835 for information

and our very affordable prices. We will be glad to

assist you.
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First Sunday of Advent

November 30, 2025

Both Lent and Advent are seasons of waiting,
preparation, and penance. During Lent, we await
Christ’s return from 40 days in the desert, His loving
sacrifice for us, and Resurrection. In Advent, we
prepare for His birth. The birth and resurrection of
Christ are intertwined, and their connection is quite
significant theologically. Yet, these seasons of waiting
look different for us – Advent is a uniquely joyous and
hopeful season in the Church.

We light candles amidst the darkness. We find
warmth in the cold, dark winter season. And we come
together as friends and family to celebrate the coming
of our Savior.
Advent is also the beginning of a new liturgical year.
We begin the year anew, renewed by His birth.

Advent awakens us not only for the birth of
Christ but also for the beginning of a new year in the
Church. With Christ’s coming, we start anew – on the
first Sunday of Advent, November 30, we’ll transition
from cycle C to cycle A. Cycle A focuses on the Gospel
of Luke, which we will hear during each Mass this
Advent season.

Like Lent, Advent is a season of preparation,
repentance, and regality. The color purple liturgically
represents these spiritual themes for both seasons.
While they share the same liturgical color and many
thematic similarities, our prayers and intentions vary in
Lent and Advent. In Lent, we focus our meditation on
the suffering of Christ’s 40 days in the desert leading
up to His crucifixion and sacrifice of Love for us. In
Advent, purple adorns churches as we await the coming
of the true King.

The themes and lessons of Advent and Lent are
most definitely related, illustrated by their sharing of
the color purple, yet our prayer varies during these two
seasons. The Scripture differs. And the homilies at
Mass have a hopefulness that grounds them.

As Pope Benedict XVI said, “It is the beautiful
task of Advent to awaken in all of us memories of
goodness and thus to open doors of hope.”

CATHEDRALGIFTSHOP

Saint Joseph Cathedral
145 Lowell Street, Manchester, NewHampshire 03104 Tel. 603-622-6404

Store Hours:
Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. 9:00 am. - 2:00 pm.
Wed. 9:00 am. - 5:30 pm.
Sat. 9:00 am. - 3:00 pm.
Closed Sunday

Prepare for Advent! Advent Wreaths,
Advent Candles, Nativity sets, Books,

Crucifixes, Icons, Christmas Cards, Bibles,
Catholic Gifts
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November 30, 2025

First Sunday of Advent

Saint Hedwig Wigilia 2025
Saturday, December 6, 2025

Snow Date: December 7, 2025

Adults: $15.00

Children 6-12: $5.00

Children under 5: Free

Last Day for ticket sales: November 30th.

Get your tickets soon and join us for this
traditional parish celebration!

We are looking for a few
extra hands to help make
the pierogi for theWigilia
on Monday, December
1st and Tuesday,
December 2nd. Help is
also needed for the Wigilia day itself, frying,
serving, and clean up. If you're able to help in any
way, please contact Eillen Kelley or Sue Joyal.

November 30 is the last day for ticket
sales!

The 2026 Mass intention calendar is open. Book
your Mass Intentions soon! First come, first

served. Mass intentions can be for a single person
or a group of people. Double booking Masses is
generally not allowed, but I'll let it slide for

pastoral reasons. Please indicate if the intention is
for a deceased or a living person.

2026 Mass Calendar

2026 Home calendars are available on the
tables behind the last pew in the church.
Please take one and enjoy the new year.

Saint Hedwig

Ladies Guild
You may have noticed over the last few weeks a
few friendly faces greeting you as you enter
church. This is the initiative of Jane Sargent,
chair of the St. Hedwig Ladies Guild. This is a
new parish ministry that welcomes people into
the House of God to worship and pray. Show
your support by responding in kind by taking a
bulletin and worship aide that they offer to you,
with a smile of course.
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November 30, 2025

First Sunday of Advent

Every Fridays at 5:10 pm. join
us for the recitation of

the Divine Mercy Devotions
as we pray for God's mercy on

the world.

The Harvest is abundant, but the
laborers are few.

Pray for the seminarians of our diocese to
encourage them in their call to the priestly

vocation:

Anthony St. Pierre, Patrick Nagle, Christian Collopy,

Caleb S. Goff, Peter Phong Quang Le,

Horngam Patrick Razhamah, Casey Burgess, Jacob

Condi, Guillaume Temkkit, Christian Hurlburt,

Joseph LaMontagne

Pray for them as they begin a new academic
year in their seminary studies!

Join us every Thursday following the 9:00 am. Mass
(9:30 am.) at St. Hedwig parish to spend time in prayer
and silence before the Lord. It will be the best hour of
your life. Adoration will also be live-streamed.

Eucharistic Adoration
and
Holy Hour

UPDATE as of November 17

Our New Hampshire Catholic Appeal
for 2025 is $12,183. So far we have

raised $3,855.

If you have not yet made a contribution, please
take home a brochure and NHCA envelope.
Please prayerfully consider a generous

donation to the Catholic Appeal knowing the
good works that are provided by the Appeal.

2025 New Hampshire Catholic AppealHumor
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durningbykowskiandyoung.com

Traditional Preplanning & Cremation Services | Family Owned and Operated

Empowering You 
with Compassionate Care

657 B Chestnut St.
Manchester, NH

603.206.5306
staff@pennnacookpregnancy.org

Residential and Commercial 
Concrete Flooring

60+ Years 
Experience

Floors • Driveways • Walkways 
Patios • Stairs & More!

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
www.HarveysConcrete.com

603.472.3111

O U R  S P O N S O R S  &  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

Sponsors can 
off er promotions, 
discounts and/or 

up-to-date contact 
information to the 

ENTIRE community

ANYONE in the 
community, not only 

Parishioners, can access 
realtime off ers from their 

favorite sponsors
 to save, share & support

Finding
TMTTFABER

TM

For Advertising
Information Contact

JEANNIE
203-530-8048

ASK

BEFORE YOU GET 
IN A RIDE SHARE

RIDESHARING 
SAFETY TIPS

S
A
M
I

stop

ask

match

inform
in remembrance of

United Together In The Fight Against United Together In The Fight Against 

Bullying...Don’t Just Teach Kindness...Bullying...Don’t Just Teach Kindness...

BE KINDNESS!BE KINDNESS!

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

Message and data rates may apply.

Custom rosaries, 
chaplets, jewelry 

& keepsakes made
with wedding

& funeral flowers

978-851-9103
ROSARIESFROMFLOWERS.COM
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