The kingdom of heaven may be likened
to a king who decided to settle
accounts with his servants.

Matthew 18:21-22
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Parish Staff

Rev. Eric T. Delisle, KCHS
Pastor

Christopher Maynard
Director of Music

Ellie Felch
Parish Secretary

Sr. M. Thomas Lesniak, CSSF
Pastoral Assistant

Sr. Jacqueline Kazanowski, CSSF
Mount Carmel Nursing Home Volunteer

Convent:
147 Walnut St.
Manchester, NH
603-232-311§

Sacraments

Baptism

Please contact the parish if you wish to have your child
baptized. Baptisms are celebrated after the 10 am Mass
on Sundays, except during the Lenten season.

Marriage

Marriages are booked six months in advance. Please
contact the pastor to begin marriage preparation
program.

Liturgy

Weekend Masses
Saturday: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:00 am

Weekday Masses
Mon. Wed., Fri. 5:30 pm
Tues., Thurs. 9:00 am

Holyday Masses:
As Announced

Sacrament of Penance

Fridays 4:00 pm. - 4:45 pm.
Saturday 3:00 pm - 3:30 pm

Eucharistic Devotion

After the morning Mass on Thursdays.

Saint ‘J-ﬂchwig Parish Cemetery

71 Old Bedford Rd.
Bedford, New Hampshire

Please contact the parish office
for all inquiries pertaining to the

cemetery.

St. Hedwig Parish
147 Walnut St.
Manchester, New Hampshire 03104

Church located on Beech & Orange Sts.
Phone: 603-623-4835 Website: sthedwignh.org

Parish e-mail: parishoffice@sthedwigparish.comcast.biz
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Welcome!

Are you new to the parish?

We are glad you can worship with us at St. Hedwig
Parish. Please register at the rectory or in the
Sacristy after Mass. If you haven't already, please
take a parish registration form at the entrance of
the Church and fill it out. On the reverse side of
the form, you can make a choice of joining any of
the Parish Ministries available at St. Hedwig.
When complete, please drop the form in the

collection box or mail it to the parish office at:

147 Walnut Street, Manchester, NH

03104

Twenty-fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time

September 13, 2026

Giving Back to God

Uffertory: We are very grateful to everyone who contributes
to the weekly collection by the collection box or on-line. Your
generous and steadfast support keeps our parish running.

Aug. 22 -28, 2026

Weekly Giving;: $1,406.00
On-line Giving $105.00 Total: $ 1,511.00
Thank You Dziekuje!

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

When it happened to me, it felt like what I
imagine a heart attack might feel like. Sudden,
surprising, painful. The pain came from information
relayed by a person who was, at the time, one of our
diocesan officials in the clergy office. He told me what
another priest had said in a negative critique of me. The
assessment came from someone [ happened to admire.
Hearing his judgment of me hurt doubly for that very
reason.

While this took place many years ago, the
incident springs to mind immediately whenever I think of
our good Lord’s admonition found in today’s Gospel: “So
will my heavenly Father do to you unless each of you
forgives your brother from your heart.”

Boy, is that hard to do sometimes! There have
been similar examples in my life, but the one I cited
stands out the most because of the hurt. After that wears
off with time, a certain justifiable anger can still well up
within us. We start creating a line of defense witnesses as
we put the offending one on an imaginary trial in the
courtroom of our minds.

In His human nature, Our Lord knew all about

such hurt and anger. After all, He was like us in all things
but sin. But listen again to those words of His as He hung,
the victim of hate, on that Roman cross of pain and
punishment: “Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do.”

So, despite any and all efforts we might make to
get out from under this teaching of His—and some of us
are quite clever about that—we must either obey Him or
walk away. It’s the biggest mistake any of us can make,
once we know and believe Him to be the Son of God: the
One who really practiced what He preached, the One who
loves us despite ourselves.

Once upon a time, a friend of Clara Barton, the
founder of the American Red Cross, reminded her of an
especially cruel thing that had been done to her years
before. But Miss Barton seemed not to recall it.

“Don’t you remember it?” her friend asked. “No,” came
the reply. “I distinctly remember forgetting it.”

You can’t be free and happy if you harbor
grudges, so put them away. Get rid of them. Collect
postage stamps or collect coins, or model trains, if you
wish—but don’t collect grudges.

God love you as you collect new graces in your life.
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Weekly
Intentions %

Saturday, September 12

4:00 pm. + Francis Stacy by Lyndi Cote

Sunday, September 13

10:00 am. + Raymond & Mildred Hamel
by Susan Hamel

Mondy, September 14 Exaltation of the Holy Cross

5:30 pm. + Jim Epperson by the Williams Family

Tuesday, September 15 Our Lady of Sorrows

9:00 am. + Barbara Dooley by the Szulc Family

Wednesday, September 16 Sts. Cornelius & Cyprian

5:30 pm. + Fenton Goodwin by Williams Family

Thursday, September 17 St. Robert Bellarmine

9:00 am. + Maureen Barrett by Szulc Family

Friday, September 18

5:30 pm. + Kenny Sargent by Ann Anger

Saturday, September 19

4:00 pm. + Maria Plumpton
by Deena & David Lachance

Sunday, September 20

10:00 am. + Elaine Perusse by a Friend

Sanctuary Candle:
Walter Szafarz
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The time will come when we

- f will need to plan for the day

5 when God calls us home to

) Himself. After a life well lived,
we hope to gain our place in the

heavenly kingdom with God.

We will also need our place of
rest. Saint Hedwig Cemetery is a place of peace and
beauty to bring our loved ones to their place of rest,
and for ourselves as well. As a part of planning for
the future, consider Saint Hedwig Cemetery. Call
the parish office at 603-623-4835 for information
and our very affordable prices. We will be glad to

assist you.

Why Do We Pray For the Dead

Communion with the dead. “In full consciousness of

this communion of the whole Mystical Body of Jesus
Christ, the Church in its pilgrim members, from the
very earliest dyas of the Christian religion, has
honored with great respect the memory of the dead;
and because it is a holy and wholesome thought to
pray for the dead that they may be loosed from their
sins, she offers her suffrages for them.” Our prayer
for them is capable of not only helping them, but also
making their intercession fro us effective. (Catechism
of the Catholic Church 985)




The Story of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
September 14

Early in the fourth century, Saint Helena, mother of
the Roman Emperor Constantine, went to Jerusalem in
search of the holy places of Christ’s life. She razed the
second-century Temple of Aphrodite, which tradition held
was built over the Savior’s tomb, and her son built the
Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher on that spot. During the
excavation, workers found three crosses. Legend has it that
the one on which Jesus died was identified when its touch
healed a dying woman.

The cross immediately became an object of
veneration. At a Good Friday celebration in Jerusalem
toward the end of the fourth century, according to an
eyewitness, the wood was taken out of its silver container
and placed on a table together with the inscription Pilate
ordered placed above Jesus’ head: Then “all the people pass
through one by one; all of them bow down, touching the
cross and the inscription, first with their foreheads, then
with their eyes; and, after kissing the cross, they move on.”

To this day, the Eastern Churches, Catholic and
Orthodox alike, celebrate the Exaltation of the Holy Cross on
the September anniversary of the basilica’s dedication. The
feast entered the Western calendar in the seventh century
after Emperor Heraclius recovered the cross from the

Readings and Gospel Summary

Reading I: Sirach 27:30-28:7

Realize that keeping the Commandments is certainly an
activity of lasting value. Only a sinner will cling to anger
and vengeance. The good man practices forgiveness and
thus prepares for the end of his life on earth.

Reading II: Romans 14:7-9

Our highest aim in life is to please Jesus Christ because we
belong to Him. He “purchased” us at the cost of His
precious blood.

The Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35

Jesus speaks of the limitless (“70 x 7”) times we need to
forgive. Mercy is the choice a true disciple makes toward
his neighbor’s faults. In the parable, the king’s mercy is
always “from the heart.” (N.B. A “talent” is equal to 20
years’ wages for a laborer.)
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Persians, who had carried it off in 614, 15 years earlier.
According to the story, the emperor intended to carry the
cross back into Jerusalem himself, but was unable to move
forward until he took off his imperial garb and became a
barefoot pilgrim.

Reflection

The cross is today the universal image of Christian
belief. Countless generations of artists have turned it into a
thing of beauty to be carried in procession or worn as
jewelry. To the eyes of the first Christians, it had no beauty.
It stood outside too many city walls, decorated only with
decaying corpses, as a threat to anyone who defied Rome’s
authority—including Christians who refused sacrifice to
Roman gods. Although believers spoke of the cross as the
instrument of salvation, it seldom appeared in Christian art
unless disguised as an anchor or the Chi-Rho until after
Constantine’s edict of toleration.

Monday 1 Corinthians 5:1-8 / Psalms 5:5-6, 7, 12 /
Luke 6:6-11

Tuesday Micah 5:1-4a or Romans 8:28-30 / Psalms
13:6ab, 6¢ / Matthew 1:1-16, 18-23

Wednesday 1 Corinthians 7:25-31 / Psalms
45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17 / Luke 6:20-26

Thursday 1 Corinthians 8:1b-7, 11-13 / Psalms
139:1B-3, 13-14ab, 23-24 / Luke 6:27-38

Friday 1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22b-27 / Psalms
84:3,4,5-6, 12 / Luke 6:39-42

Saturday 1 Corinthians 10:14-22 / Psalms
116:12-13, 17-18 / Luke 6:43-49

Sunday Sirach 27:30-28:7 / Psalms 103:1-2, 3-4,
9-10, 11-12 / Romans 14:7-9 / Matthew 18:21-35
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WE DID IT!
WE MET OUR
CATHOLIC APPEAL GOAL!

Our parish goal for the Catholic Appeal was $12,188.

We raised That is $1,010.49 over our
September Polish Mass
September 20, 2026 goal, of which the parish will get 90% of it back. A big
. 4:00 pm. thanks to all who contributed to the Appeal. Please
(Third Sunday of Every Month)
St. Hedwig Parish know that the funds will go towards the good works of

the diocese.

Catholic Medical Center Needs
Front Lobby Volunteers

Be the first smile patients and visitors see. CMC in
Manchester is seeking compassionate volunteers to serve
in their fron lobby. As a Front Lobby Volunteer you will
play an important role in creating a welcoming experience

for everyone who enters the hOSpital. Volunteer Please prayfor the sick and homebound of
responsibilities include:

our parish:

* Greeting patients and visitor with warmth and kindness.
Vera Gorski, Jacques Parent, Kathy Philbert,

* Assisting guests with directions and helping them find Cathy Felch
their way throughout the hospital.
Y & p If you know of any other members of St. Hedwig's who are
* Helping create a welcoming and supportive homebound and could be added to this list, please let Fr. Eric
environment for all who visit. know or leave a message on the parish voice mail. Thank you.
Whether you have a few hours each week or more to give, A Prayer for the Sick of our Parish May you be wrapped up
your time and compassion can make a meaningful in God's love found deep in His everlasting wings. Carried and kept, safe

difference. To learn more about becoming a CMC and cherished. May the healing power of Christ breath across your being
volunteer, please contact the CMC Volunteer Services now.
Department at 603-314-4758.
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Saint Hedwig

Ladies Guild

The Saint Hedwig Ladies Guild will be reconvening
after the summer break. The first meeting of the
season is Wednesday, September 16, 2026,
10:00 am in the parish hall

Diocese of Manchester

BLUE

MASS

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2026 Eucharistic Adoration
10:30 AM MASS on Thursdays
ST. JOSEPH CATHEDRAL
Corner of Pine and Lowell Streets, Come spend some ql"et
Manchester . .
time with our Lord,
All in New Hampshire are welcome to this Mass .
to pray for and with the members of law present in the HOIy
enforcement, firefighters, EMTs and dispatchers. .
Eucharist.
Please come in uniform with your families Thursdays after the 9:00
and sit in the front half of the Church
am Mass

Contact Elise Coleman for more information:

ecoleman@rcbm.org | 603-663-0108

We are currently experience technical

difficulties with the parish live stream. We are
The readings and music for the Mass can hoping to get it fixed soon! We apologize for

now be found in the worship aids. the inconvenience.
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American
Red Cross

Someone Meeds You!
VOLUNTEER

and make a difference.

Join eo&y:

redcross.org/Volunteer

Empowering You
with Compassionate Care

657 B Chestnut St.
Manchester, NH

603.206.5306

staff@pennnacookpregnancy.otg

Traditional Preplanning & Cremation Services | Family Owned and Operated

603-624-4845

durningbykowskiandyoung.com

CONTACT ME...

Dan Linnell

RIDESHARING
SAFETY TIPS

60+ Years
Experience

Residential and Commercial
Concrete Flooring

Ask

stop

ask

S> >0

match

inform

3

remembrance of

United Together In The Fight Against
Bullying...Don’t Just Teach Kindness...
BE KINDNESSI

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
& Message and data rates may apply.

OUR SPONSORS & OUR COMMUNITY

offerp
discou

up-to-date contact
information to the

e

!pOﬂSOFS can

I’m S,
or
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